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January 10, 1923. 






Sear Sir: 



I have 



gone over with considerable interest 

the voltune entitled "The Escape and Suicide of John 
Wilkes Booth" by Finis Bates of UeaiphiB, Tennessee, 

submitted by you» The work contains very strcog evi- 
dence in support of the old belief that Booth did 



escape and liife mny years after the assassination of 
President Xiincoln* 



Shis Pepartmsnt has no means of Terlfication 
other than historic works, as the original oase was 
handled by the military authorities. However, I 

thank you for calling the matter to my attention. 



Very truly your 





rector 
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UNITED STATES 

5 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

* NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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WASHINGTON 



Noveniber 24« 1948 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Department of justice^ 

Washington 25, D» C. 



Gentlemen: Attention: Mr, sizoo 



TUe bearer has the left boot which John TTilke 
on the night of the assafisination of Abraham Lincoln, 

1865, and which was later cut from his broken leg by 

at Bryantovm, Marj'land. It is important that the writing i^eide 
the boot be photographed through infra-red film or other meins to make 
it legible. So far no laboratory has ever exanined the boot' i: 

way. A photograph of this writing on the boot will be greatly 
appreciated. 





any 



Sincerely yours. 




Irving CyEoot 
Super in t^dent • 
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Batlonal Farlc 8«rriee« U* 5* D«partQ« 

Date of reference communication: yj^^ 



Lt of the 
11-24-46 



8upariat«]id«afc« ftttienal Gapital PMuto 

Zatarier, »fc«hliigto», P. C. 



Date received: 



lX«S4<-40 



Examination requested: 
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He suit of Examination 
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«ltr«-^ol«t and jLafsra-rod licht In aa effort to develop the partially 
leslble temtadritSag eppearlae ea the laeide leather* 
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Re: JOHN WILKES BOOTH 

BOOT 



.7 



File 0 ' 
Lab. # D-88002 EQ 



NO LAB FILE 



Examinat 



requested by 



Mr. Irving C. Root, Superintandent 



National Park Service, U. S. Department 
Date of reference communication: i^^, 11-24-48 



the luteri 



gt 



onal Capital Park 



Date received: 



D, C. 
11- 



48 



Examination requested: 



Doc lucent 



Result of Examina'.Aon: 



Examination by: 



c 





A. 





Specimens submitted for examination 




Kl Left boot of John Wilkes Booth containing partially legible handirritine 

on the ins^-** ^ ^ & 




A 



} 



May 14 



I 



1973 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D« 



Gentlemen: 



unaer 



On March 12, I969, on a visit to the Museum 



r ord» s 



Theater 



, I X.00K a ciose-^ip Foiaroia 

picture of John Wilkes-^ooth's boot enclosed in its 




ss case 




noticed a faint 



name of the maker, and because it was so much like 
the famed V'ishington leather retailer Lutz I wondered 

whether the New York bootmaker and the Washington 
leather people might have been anciently related. 

Recently, in an attempt to find out what ever 



j_iaui o. 




oiia 



cal UXiUUX^C 




enory 



osedly married, I telephoned Mr* 

Ford's Theater, to refresh my 

I saw in Booth's boot. 



Without telling me that the boot now has a wooden 
circular "stretcher" in the top that prevents seeing 

into it {I had to make a trip into Washington to as- 
seemed un- 



certain this very important fact ) 

willinff to behind an P."R-T- ■r^^nSrff 




was mad 



in 1940 regarding the boot in which it was stated that 

the only readable words were "Henry 465 Broadway* 



Wilkes." Will you please check your work papers 

on your inspection of the boot and see why your experts 

didn't see what Dr. SamueJ A. Mudd said he saw in the 



boot in his statement of Apr. 21 



1865 



Lu2, Maker, 445 Broadway, J. Wilkes? 



i.e. , 



tt 



Henry 




4 





/ 



Also, I should certaiBffir li^preciate it if 





you 



will reveal the reason you were checking on John Wilkes 
Booth's boot eighty-three years after Booth's death. 



Cordially yours. 








; - 








95-28874 




May 80, 1878 





■ > - 





Toir letter making inquiry relative to the examiaatioa ot 



the left boot of John WUkea Booth by the FBI l4a>oratory 
received. 




been 



Mr. Felt 

Mr, Baker 

Mr, Callahan . 

Str. Cleveland 
Mr. Canrad — 



Str* Gebhardt _ 
Mr. JenkiriB 

Mr. Marshal] _ 
Mr* Miliar. E-S, 

Mr* Soyars 



Mr» Thompson 

Mr. Walters 
TeU'. Rcx)TTi 
Mr. Baiso _ 



Mr. Barnes ^ 
Mr, Bowers _ 
Mr. Henn^^n 

Mfr Con my 

Mr. Mintz 



Mr* Eardlev 

Mrs. Hogan 



For your Infbrmatloa, Ihia wmlnitloa 




eooduetod lor 



the NationftI Park Service oi the U. 8. Departmont of tho Inttrlor 
In keeping wUb oar policy of perfonnlng laboratory examinations 
lor other agenclea of the U. 8. Ooremment. 



The inebllUy to completely dlacem the original Inscription 
In this boot at the time of the elimination may be attributed to the 
normal deterioration and i^lng of ink impressions with the 

of time» which In this Instance was a period of some eighty- three 





ntetors such as the nature of the ink, humidity 




writing 



sorfkce and other conditions may Influence the rate and extent of this 
natural lading. 



I hope the above Information 





helpful to you. 




Sincerely yours, 

William D.Rucitelshaus 



William D. Rnckelshaus 

Acting 
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HAY 1 9 1977 



Mr. Clarence Kelly 
Director 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Washington, 



D.C 



20005 



Attention: Technical Analysis Laboratory 



Dear Mr. Kelly 



We have recently had numerous quest 



from Lincoln researchers 



and those wishing to learn more abou^^ t^he Lincoln assassination, 
concerning the diary of John ..Wilkes^Booth ;/J Several pages were 
cut out of the diary, probably some time before the trial of the 

■ 

conspirators found guilty of the assassination. 



In order to put to rest any question about the possibility of 
invisible writing in the diary, and especially to ensure the prt 
servation of this historical document, we are asking that your 
laboratory examine it- We would like you to use any technology 
presently available that would not damage the document, by which 
we could discover anything out of the ordinary in it. 




If anything is discovered*, we would like to ha4e photographs of 



such a discovery which we could maljj^gy ^ ij ^b 



avoiding more handling of the diary. 



DE-6 1 • 




We would appreciate any help you can give us. 



Sincerely yours 



9 
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\ ■ 



Regional Director, National 
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researchers, thus 
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ital Region 
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Pnitrd Btmtn Btpmrttmnt of Itutfr^ 




MLy 25 



1939 





With reference to the memorandum of Ur, Uuloaky 





Mr^ Tracy en that 

the^ashington Poet 




noticess T desire to 

that 4ate» What she 
wanted notices, to serve 




July 19, 19B9 and my co nver 
regarding the desire 
secure material for a 
/ advise that I talked with 

wanted was copies of 

as a basis for *er story. After d rather thorough search 
the Bureau files, it was found that no old wanted notices 

it so happened that while talking with 
other matters I asked him if he had an 
he did and would forward them to the Bureau* 

Photographic reproductions were made and copies of the old 
wanted notices issued for the apprehension 









rrank and _?»£5][*/ifiIct» were given 
*^ ~^^-fbf' record purposes 




John WilkesiBooth 




Copies of 



referenoom 



a^ 



% 



ALL 




A photographic reproduction of one of the old wanted f^JQ 

sued for Qrover\Cl€velandiBergdoll was furnished 
together with J« 0* and wanted notice issued for 



John 



uchalter, and flyers issued for the apprehension of 
iUinger and "Baby Face^Jpfelson, 



also composite views 



of JohnWillinger* In additiwi a photograph of the artist's 



Gonception of the Zindbergh kidnapper was furnished her, 
with a photograph ^f^Hauptmann. A wanted notice and X* 0* 



t 



were 



on 





giv^ her on Angelo ^Falcone, since he was apprehended through 

the J« 0^, and theysame applies with the J* 0, and J* J 
Franks Origware* Likewise, 
Henry Serman Burr is were give 

from the TBI Law Enforce ement 




attached statement on 
together with data 
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(trover 



Dwell m 



Jt should be pointed out that 



jthat tbs 'wanted notices which he had 




Cused in any way 
illustrative 




the Bureau desired, they could 
purposes in newspapers or magasines* 
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ZCo w York 



To Albany, N. T. ... 144 mflei, ft 14 li*!*' Ume. 



k ■ 



Baltimore. Md. IM 
JSan^or, Ma. j^i 

Bof ton, Mam . TtT Vm^^ 
Buffalo, N.T. 

Burlingtof, Tt 

Charieston, 8. C. tM 

Cloetnnati, Ohio 
Cleretand, Ohio . 604 

Concord, N. H. . . t70 

Detroit, Midi. ... M« 

Indianapotia, Ind 

Memphb,Tenn. 1,376 

Gl wanlcea, Wip. l/lOO 
Mootsoni'7, Ala. \J» 
Montreal, Can. . . 400 
KewOikaiii,La.l.4«l 
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Hcwpoct, ^ L. • « 
PortUiid,Me.... 
Fbiladelphia, Fa. 

" Fittibnis, Fa.... 446 

« Kidimood, Ti 

** Sarannali, 

Btlionii, Mo... 1,146 

8t lotepb, Mo..t,4tl 

Wachingtoft, D.a 
WbMili]ig,ya..*.K7 
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AS AMENDED MABCU lU ... 

lGun»T,Co»rucT,orAppuitiariisT,Miotli«w . 

vlN iperUMietr)! aM* , f 

BjDn Cam. Dun, or Oun wm Moyn, ptjiU* 
al fficfat or OD demud^ onr fSD . 1 

lux Of BiU or TxitfiL, eooddentioQ not orar $600, 

Orer $500 ud oot Ofcr $1,000 JO 

Tor et«i7 ftddltiooftl $1,000, «r port ttheraoi; $B , ' 

Bill op I^m, or Itoodpt fcr oi^ goodi Ibr tiralfB 

cipoft, (except to BfiUih Korth Aiiieite|)*.«.; 
Boir» kf tbo porfbrmaim of fhc dntim of 

of bdfiiD< tar ttM pojiDODt of iDMMgr « 1$ 

BoKM ta lepl prooeodlnci, mud ftw pwpoM 
eCherwbe proridod ftr 

CtftrmMTE DP Btoci, in Incorpomtod eompoiij. . . • 
CnrmcATB op Pmpiti^ Id tneorpptmUd oonp^, 

Iffcr tlOua Dot ofor $60 

Xxtsowilnf $50 

CDTOPicin OP DAKiotf tod in OactttalM Uami. .T " 

br MI7 port inrdes «r nurfM minjar. 

CnnncATi or Ddoht, tlOO or hm S 

Otat 9100 .-i. • i 

(Oeritf CO* tf neuiiMmait or weight of ubMll» ."^ 

i 

mg witaam, i»q«ln no otemp.) * • . > ' 

CnnncAn, of •QjfotlMrdMeripte....i . A 

««Md «r itauw Mt cw 110 

^ I 00 

OmUOudnetmiooim!"^ f 
Om aoo oad Mt m aOO toM 
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CQymcTi Broker^ nolo, or iMmorft&dom 

. orpvop«rt7i(oxr«ptootn,)braed 

+ 

t*or aak of Colo or toon on mm^^ (of orerB 

r»iiewil of Aorte totaj or of mon^m 

^ ~' reoey oocimd bj pk4go or 4epQ4t 
fOPor oolii^ ohill bo tft wiltlqgi ond^ bm 
oi^tid ttt amoniit tol-t par oont., and 

^ ^ $ por OODt M MMlWt M loOMi. 

D«s»i «f Coiirsf Amt ot Kiu Si? Amv*^" 

Wbere tho value fa ov«r $100 lad fioC 

Ortr BSOOud Dot oTor $1^000 
, 1,000 ud Mi ortor V^SO,. 

' Om S,600 And noC op«r 5,000.. 
Ofor $,000 ood Dot 9 w 10,000 . » 

' - ' Ow 10,000 Md DoC ow 90|OQO . " 
Tor wwrj oddidoaol lO,000» or port 

Bifnr OP OooM , ot oqx Mutcn hooae, tir 

. IIdo or wvebourfnCi of wtim Ml o w 

Oror $100 and not 
Of« 100.. 

■ 

VouKn BoL OP SxcBASim, or Irtus or 
If la aolf of thm or moio^ ooeh bIBof 

BOi OW$U0« 

Ow 9100 and Mt 0v« 9960 

OOd DOt w w OT«r>*««4< 

too nd ^ «TCr IjOOft. .V. 
<h«r 1,000 tad BOt flw ijw 
OnrljBOOoad aole««rMBO. 

Ow s;so Md BOt mr 9,800. ; 

9,fi00 ond not owS^..«.« 

^ Om fi,000 tad aoiom?^ 

Vor ffwj ■ddMoul 9S^, « yut 

bniAiifli, (KMiiM, laliad, wd Hn). 

(or MifpinwBt flf not,) 

to9]0«r 

•30 • 

(lift) Poii0/(«r MrigBMSt < 

•IW 

91,000 and aet am 9&^ 

MOO 
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Uasi, (or »MlgiiBWit of •«!•») or Wil ftUto, 



Orer 8 jeAM 



tOTT»T TKKCTt--««Or ticket, (whcW Of 
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eeati |uoi«. 
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lliniFMf , of wtf* ** fcrdgn port, (eaotp* 

' to BrftWi Hortfc Amerie*,) If «f»»tM^ t<»»V 

to ttot over 300 toni 



Over 80O »n4 not ow 600 ftoM 

Ow 600 tons 




MoBTQAOit «r TtMsmiu, Koxb P^nent of taj 
^olte fum «r ■Mwji apOB «tu7 tSOO, 

PAttAOt TiciB, to fcrel^ port, (cuepl Briti* 
Vorth America,) ooiUtif $30 «r taw , . 

0 wf 980 • 

P«wn «r AmwrfT, tcaOloe tmuifer ai^ m^, m 

cartlllcftie of pnfita of ftnj eofpontkn «r 




ST 








CO 



WaiTt, or other origHiMl prooem. ttr ti0g!lnidiif ralli, « 
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(cxoept befon a Juftloe of Um P( 




TAOfu«uw» 1MklM% Mbmiiyi «od| pftdi- 

A(c retailed ft! not oTor V omte|l eool; oror S Mi nol 



over 60 oentt, t oentf ; 0?«r 50 not o?<r TSeente, I 




eoati; ow 75 Mot* Mid oot om f2^» I oeott. Svoi7 

oddittoul BO oenti, ot port tboraol; S eento 

ttaam Cabm, yileo not ow 
eonti ow U ood not om 85 WBto, S OQoli } ow 86 ud 
ow 80 ooDti^ t eenU i owJOood aot ow 86 eeDl% 

ieoDto; ow8So«ti|6 
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ditioo, pot exceedint fSO 

To Mil or trMtffcr uij itock, bood, or terip, or te 

the eoUwtioa of Interttt or dividendi thMS, 

(ettept w abon,). 
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e^t port^ or pnipilctMj) to pemilttod, tan beiqf 
to allz ft ilaBp or fUnipi cf tto proper 







SocQBeottf nude I0 uj t>rel8ii ooontiy, to be omA itt 



ToeoUeet renii 




Um United 8Utes,rtiAU pi^ tbe 




dtftj ti vImb 







■Odettes, or pubUe oenetertai,) 

1» Mil « rwt iMl titftto, «r to ptfbim a«y 



ban. Tbe pMi/ to wbon tiie niM to toMDwd, or by 

It fa BMd, dwH attx tbareoB tba proper ttamp, 
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Ito M, fir aMM^IV «r iwl wtftle^ ibd bo sii««M to 

P of •«« fl/NIO la 






100 



nine flf titAto aot ovtr 92,600. .. 

Ow iZ,fiOO «atf Dot OTV 96,000 

0*er VOOO ui4 Mi over 90,000 t 

Onr 90iX»ud vAowm 90^ 990 




.000 






100,000. 
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ftoviiS «r AttocMf, «r other pH»en retottDK to apptSeft- 
tfeot ftr bonntfaft, iimncee of paj, or penifeiM, reqalio 
■0 fltaoip,' ooftbor 4o wamsti of ottora^j ooeoBpHvtoff 
a bond ornote whenradi bond ornote Aall bo ftanpoA; 
and vboDerer aaj bond or note iball bo ioeiiMd b/ 
pge, bot ooe stanp datj to roqsM, ptorldod the atottp 
dv^ ^Mod ihenRtt to ib* lupMii nmjg^^vinA 
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k«t liihdl wt bt admUtod 



to7< 



BMd to OBJ 

tbo tolttolitf 



aad ttot dftte whMi tt li 



